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Andersen Retires as Cornell University's Stone Fruit 
Breeder; Program Will Continue
By N. Abbott and L. McCandless
GENEVA, NY: Robert L. Ande rsen , d ire cto r o f Cornell 
U n ivers ity 's  stone fru it breed ing and eva luation  
program  and p ro fe sso r o f horticu ltu ra l sc iences at 
the New  Yo rk  S tate Ag ricu ltu ra l Experim ent Station  
(NYSAES) in G eneva, NY, is re tiring a fte r m ore than 
40 yea rs  as a p lant breeder. Ande rsen  w ill pass 
aspects  o f the stone fru it program  to  th ree o the r 
m em bers  o f the horticu ltu ra l sc iences depa rtm en t at 
Geneva. Cou rtney  A. W eber w ill w o rk  w ith  p lum s and 
aprico ts, Susan  K. Brown w ill assum e responsib ility  
fo r the cherry  program , and Terence L. Rob inson will 
assum e respons ib ility  fo r stone fru it production 
system s, roo tstock  eva luation  and pears.
W eber is ass is tan t p ro fe sso r o f horticu ltu ra l sciences 
and d irects C o rne ll's  sm all fru it b reed ing program . He 
w as  tra ined at the U n ivers ity  o f F lorida in stone fru it 
b reed ing p rio r to  becom ing a berry b reede r at 
Corne ll. Brown, w ho  served as C o rne ll's  stone fru it 
b reede r from  1985 to  1991, is p ro fe sso r o f 
horticu ltu ra l sc iences and d ire cts  Co rne ll's  apple 
breed ing program . Rob inson is assoc ia te  p ro fe sso r o f 
horticu ltu ra l sc iences and leads C o rne ll's  fru it orchard 
system s and fru it tree roo tstock  eva luation  program .
"C o rne ll's  sw eet cherry  breed ing program  has been 
ga in ing  m om entum  over the last five years," said 
Andersen . "Advances in the deve lopm en t o f new 
varie ties, rootstocks, and the contro l o f fru it crack ing  
suggest tha t g row ers  can produce high qua lity  stone 
fru its  and take  advan tage  o f th e ir  p rox im ity  to  East 
C oast m arkets. I am  very  p leased tha t Susan Brown,
Cou rtney  W eber and Terence Rob inson have agreed 
to  carry  on th is  effort."
"Bob Ande rsen  has been a tire le ss  and effective  
advocate  fo r the New  York  stone fru it industry," said 
Brown. "He has produced m any advanced breeding 
se lections and re leased severa l sw eet and tart cherry 
cu ltiva rs  tha t are well adapted to New  Yo rk  cond itions. We are not able to rep lace Dr. Ande rsen , but ou r 
con tinuation  o f his p rog ram s en su res tha t the Corne ll breed ing m ateria l w ill be advanced  and not lost. My 
p rio r know ledge o f the program  will be he lpfu l as we eva luate  the 200-p lus cherry  se lections to dec ide w h ich
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Robert L. Andersen, director of Cornell University's stone 
fruit breeding and evaluation program and professor of 
horticultural sciences at the New York State Agricultural 
Experiment Station (NYSAES) in Geneva, NY, is retiring 
after more than 40 years as a plant breeder.
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shou ld  be d iscarded , transfe rred  to germ p lasm  co llections o r o the r program s, o r com m erc ia lized ," she said.
Fru it breed ing and eva lua tion  has been a m a jor fo cu s  o f the Geneva Experim ent S tation s ince its found ing  in 
1880. O ve r the last 124 years, researchers  at Geneva have in troduced  m ore than 245 va rie ties  o f app les, 
grapes, berries, and stone fru its, se lecting  fo r y ie ld , flavor, w in te r hard iness, insect and d isease res istance 
and vigor. It can take 10 to  15 years o f deve lopm en t and testing  before a new  fru it va rie ty  is ready fo r 
com m erc ia l re lease, and ano ther 10 to  15 years before the varie ty  ga ins nam e recogn ition  w ith  the public.
A nde rsen 's  40  Years in H orticu ltu re
In recogn it ion  o f his con tr ibu tion s to  horticu ltu ra l sc ience  and the New  Yo rk  fru it industry, Ande rsen  w as 
aw arded  a lifetim e ach ievem en t award by the Corne ll Fru it W ork  Team  and the NY S tate  Horticu ltu ra l Socie ty  
at C o rne ll's  Cen tenn ia l Fru it Field Days and Equ ipm ent Show  on Ju ly  27.
"Bob Ande rsen  has been an espec ia lly  im portan t part o f the Corne ll team  tha t suppo rts  the New  York  fru it 
industry. He has been a t ire le ss  p rom ote r o f cherries, peaches, p lum s, ap rico ts  and pears," said Fru it Program  
W ork Team  Leader, Terence Robinson.
"Bob has been the reason fo r the rev ita liza tion  o f the New  Yo rk  stone fru it industry," said stone fru it and 
app le g row er Jim  Bittner, w ho  is p res iden t o f the NY S tate Horticu ltu ra l Society. "The va rie ties  he bred and 
eva luated  w ill form  the basis o f the industry  fo r m any yea rs  to com e."
A nde rsen 's  ca ree r in horticu ltu re  started as a schoo lboy  in Re inbeck, Iowa, where he cut asparagus in the 
even ings fo r spend ing  money. He rece ived his B.S. in p lant science in 1960 from  Iowa S tate  University, and 
spen t tw o  yea rs  in the A rm y  before rece iv ing  his m aste r's  degree  from  M ich igan  S tate in 1964, and h is Ph.D. 
from  the U n ivers ity  o f M innesota in 1971.
Ande rsen  becam e an assoc ia te  and then  a full p ro fe sso r at M ich igan  S tate, w here  he worked  in stone fru it 
b reed ing and eva luation  from  1974-1980. From  1980-1985, he served as cha ir o f the horticu ltu re  depa rtm ent 
at C lem son  University. In 1985, he assum ed the cha irm ansh ip  o f Corne ll U n ivers ity 's  depa rtm en t o f 
horticu ltu ra l sc iences at the NYSAES, until 1991, w hen  he becam e d ire cto r o f C o rne ll's  stone fru it breed ing 
and eva luation  program .
W hile  at Corne ll, Ande rsen  re leased 15 va rie ties  o f cherries, p lum s, and peaches, and superv ised  several 
g raduate  s tuden ts  in the ir research . He has a lso consu lted  w ith  fru it b reeders and re sea rchers  in Austra lia , 
Ch ina, Egypt, and Europe.
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